Gap Minutes 
January 18, 2016 @ 7:00pm
West Avenue Presbyterian Church

ATTENDANCE:
Belmont: Sue Johnson, Cherryville: Fred Brown, Gastonia: Beth Bolin, John Frye, Lil Lanier, Rissie Bryant, Mary Sumner, Long Creek: Ken & Sue Unnasch, Lowell: Joseph Taber, Lowell & Dallas: Mimi McCully, Mt Holly: Bryan Hovey, Olney: Libby Sigmon, Presbytery and Long Creek: Charles Davenport, Robinson: Jean Faires, John Pea, Southminster: Bill Glover, Jackson Mott, Joanne Mitchell, Third Street: Dorothy Costner, Eddie Deas, Union: Jan McAbee, James Holeman, Sue Lewis, West Ave: Paula & Guy Wallace, Charles & Sylvia Sellers, David Lytle.
1. Welcome and Introductions:  

· Charles Sellers called the meeting to order at 7:05 and David Lytle, Pastor at West Ave, lead us in prayer. 
· Jackson was thanked for his service as secretary of GAP for the past several years. Joanne Mitchell agreed to take that responsibility.  She asked that each member provide email addresses and contact names for the person responsible for newsletter/bulletin at your church as she will be sending out GAP news for those publications. 
2. Update and planning of Habitat Commitment and funding plans; Report on dedication.

· Bill Glover and Sue Johnson – Dedication of house went well.  Suggested that Mary Harris from Habitat be invited to February meeting to discuss the funding for Habitat house. Motion by Joseph Tabor, 2nd by James Holeman.  Passed. 
· Sue thanked everyone for their participation.  
3. Greetings from Presbytery---Charles Davenport
· Charles thanked everyone for their years of participation in GAP because we can do more together than each church can do by themselves. 
·  Presbytery meeting Jan 31 in Newton.  Will have info on fossil fuel which will be voted on during the meeting. 
· Hope Campaign for Presbytery – funds go to Guatemala, Malawi, Camp Grier, and church growth.  One million already raised.  Rollout on Jan 31 to Gaston County.  Session at Long Creek pledged $10,000 to the campaign.   Campaign will end in August.  It is a 5 year pledge trying to raise 2.5 million.  Long Creek commended for setting a good example.

4. Planning for Heath Rada visit on Feb 12
· Heath is the Moderator of the Presbyterian Church USA.  He will be speaking at First Pres Gastonia on Friday Feb 12.  Please invite your church to attend.  
· 6-6:50 PM for meet and greet with refreshments.
· Food: First Pres will plan what type of food and will let churches know thru email what to bring.  Bring food on disposable containers and bring to First Pres by 3:00 on Feb 12.  Sign up for food with Mary Sumner 704-866-4136 msumner@ carolina.rr.com and Rissie Bryant 704-865-0908 rissiebryant@gmail.com
· 7 PM – program-- planning and responsibilities:  First Pres will type bulletins and work out a program.  Lauren & John Frye will ask others to participate.  John Pea & Paula Wallace will meet with Lauren Vanacore.  Program could include the following:
· Welcome:

· Opening prayer:

· Scripture:

· Hymn 

· Talk-Heath Radar to cover  - 
· Current Issues in Presbyterian church

· Highlights in moderator year.
· Q&A
· Closing:  -Hymn? 

· Prayer:

· Sign up sheet sent around for ministers to volunteer to participate.  John Frye to coordinate.

· Ushers: could use 6 GAP members but First Pres to decide

· Publicity--Fliers/bulletin inserts – paper copy distributed at the meeting and will be emailed
· Other Churches and Presbyteries to invite:  will be included in the Presbytery packet
· Hotel accommodations: - Paula Wallace still trying to contact Heath’s secretary 
· GAP members are encouraged to talk it up at their home church and encourage members to attend.
5. Other reports and items - Beth Bolin
· Guatemala – there has been a group that will return tomorrow from Guatemala.  Another trip will be planned.
· Evangelism – need a member from each church that would be a contact for the Presbytery on evangelism committee.  Please send Beth the email address of your church’s contact to bethandroger@yahoo.com. 
6. Announcements:
· Eddie Dees thanked everyone for helping with the Thanksgiving meal at 3rd Street.  
· Jan McAbee from Union – pledged $5,000 to go toward land rover in Malawi and challenged other churches to do the same.
· Jackson Mott reported that the roof on the soybean plant in Malawi was blown off by a storm.  It will cost $550 to replace and will be seeking funds. 

· Sue Johnson trying to get Presbytery mission trip organized.

· Mimi McCully selling Girl Scout cookies

Upcoming Events:
· Night to Shine on Feb 12 at Southminster – prom type event for special needs people age 16 and above.  Register to volunteer on web at southminsterchurch.com. 
· Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper at Robinson on Feb 9 @ 4:30 – 7:30 
· Third Street will be hosting program on African American History on Friday Feb 26 at 6pm

· First Friday of month – chicken pot pie sold at Pres Church of Lowell 

· Meeting adjourned at 8:15 with prayer by Charles Davenport.

Next Meeting—Belmont First Presbyterian Church—February 15, 2016 at 7pm 
Respectfully submitted by Joanne Mitchell
To: Church Administrative Assistants

RE: GAP Information for Church Bulletin or Newsletter
In an effort to keep churches aware of how they can become involved in a service project, please include the following information in your church communication at the appropriate time and as you have room to include.  

1. There are 2 attachments on this email related to the visit by Heath Rada, the Moderator of the Presbyterian Church USA, on Feb 12.  Please post the flyer (Heathflier.pdf) at your church and include the insert (Heathinsert.pdf) in your bulletin on Sunday Feb 7.  If you cannot include the insert in your bulletin, please include it in your next church communication.

2. Please post the flier (pancakead16) at your church and include an announcement or note in your Sunday Feb 7 communication about the Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper at Robinson.

3. Please add to your next communication to your church: Southminster has received a grant from the Tim Tebow Foundation to host A Night To Shine, a prom for people with special needs age 16 and above.  Many volunteers are needed to help with this event.  To volunteer, go to https://southminsterchurch.com/event/a-night-to-shine-prom/ and register or call the church office.
4. Please add to your communication on Sun Feb 21:  Third Street will be hosting a program on African American History on Friday Feb 26 at 6pm.

5. Please add to your communication on Sun Jan 31:  The men of the Presbyterian Church of Lowell are selling chicken pot pies.  Call the church office or email chickenpotpies@ymail.com to reserve.
